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RealUni.com is a new website to help students in 16-18 further education choose if and where to apply for university and what to study. It has been written and launched by university undergraduates and provides student-written advice on the whole process of applying for Higher Education.

In addition to detailing all steps of the UCAS application procedure, RealUni.com contains the UK’s first national alternative prospectus to allow any undergraduate student or recent graduate to upload a review and opinion of their course and university.  

The website seeks to inform and educate sixth form students about the choices and opportunities open to them after A-Levels, and highlights the common pitfalls and difficulties along the way by combining real life examples with suggestions and hindsight advice from older students. It also profiles each institution allowing A-Level students to gain a more rounded view of what it is like to study there.

RealUni provides peer-group based written advice in an easy-to-read and effective way, and is set to become a standard source of information for students considering their choices after A-Levels or equivalent. Free from marketing jargon, RealUni is gaining the immediate recommendation of sixth form tutors and careers advisors nationwide and is attracting many students who are looking for helpful, simple and impartial advice.

Step by Step Guide to Higher Education Applications

RealUni provides student written advice and information on all aspects of the University application process. Initially considering the choice between higher education and full time employment, the website offers help on how to choose the best course and university appropriate for each individual, before taking A-Level students step-by-step through the UCAS application process. 

This information and advice is clearly structured in chronological order to facilitate easy navigation. “From our own experiences, we knew that students at some schools & colleges receive inadequate help with their UCAS form” commented RealUni founder Pete Curtis. “It was therefore our aim to cover the whole application process from start to finish. We compiled the different information that we all received at the time and added those little tips that, with hindsight, we found really useful”. 

This compiled advice has been re-written by students and as such there is an emphasis on the steps students most often need help with, such as Personal Statements and Interviews. It has also been checked by sixth form tutors and careers advisors to ensure accuracy.

RealUni also gives A-Level students the ability to contact university students through either e-mail or live chat. Answers to general questions are then transcripted on the website for others to read, so that the site grows with use.

The RealUni Alternative Prospectus

RealUni is the first organisation to create a national alternative prospectus where any undergraduate or recent graduate can profile their course and institution. It is the only national university guide where A-Level students can read full undergraduate students’ opinions and reviews.  

Other published alternative university guides are often written by a central team – not all of whom may be students. RealUni differs in that only students or recent graduates can write for the site and each student can then only profile his or her own university. This includes the RealUni team. Pete Curtis, founder of RealUni commented; “The suitability of a particular university for a prospective student has as much to do with the people, the lifestyle and the culture of that institution as it does academic standards. Whilst academic standards are well documented, you need to be a student at a particular university and immersed in that environment day-in day-out to be able to properly judge those other aspects. For us, a quick visit and a couple of student surveys doesn’t constitute a valid opinion of the place”.

With other university guides focusing on a more numerical comparison of institutions, RealUni is set to provide a realistic view of life at each university such that prospective students can better judge whether it would be appropriate for them.  Pete Curtis comments  “We’re just trying to answer that age old question ‘what’s it really like?’ in a way all students can understand and believe. When we talk to sixth form students, it’s the most frequent question we ever get asked”.

Overview
RealUni is a simple interface through which sixth form students can learn from a growing network of older university undergraduates. The dynamic website provides advice on the UCAS application process, builds profiles of each institution and allows sixth formers to contact undergraduates with any questions they might have. Being online, it is easily adapted to cover topical issues and special points of the UCAS process such as Clearing.

RealUni fills a niche in that it is the only university guide to publish full student opinions of higher education institutions and courses. The website therefore covers the same topic as other university guides, but from a completely different perspective that A-Level students find valuable.

RealUni is an excellent companion to each institution’s official prospectus, and other academic university guides such as those published by the national press. RealUni provides trusted peer-group advice and is set to expand and develop with time, as today’s A-Level students become the students running RealUni in years to come.
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